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A general synthesis of ethyl 4-aminophenyl and ethyl
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Abstract—Diethyl phosphonates were conveniently converted into ethyl 4-aminophenyl and ethyl 4-[amino(hydroxy-
imino)methyl]phenyl phosphonates as potentially useful intermediates for the preparation of functionalized phenyl phosphonates.
© 2001 Elsevier Science Ltd. All rights reserved.

Organophosphorus(V) derivatives like phosphonates,
phosphinates or phosphonamidates, find great utility as
transition-state analog enzyme inhibitors. Phosphonate
(mono)ester containing molecules include potent
inhibitors of many proteases and other enzymes.1 In the
last decade, the synthesis of complex phosphonate
esters as haptens for the generation of catalytic anti-
bodies has become very important.2 Generally, mixed
phosphonate esters are synthesized through phospho-
nochloridates, obtained either from phosphonate
diesters with phosphorus pentachloride,3,4 from phos-
phonate monoesters with thionyl or oxalyl chloride,1a,4

or from phosphinate esters with carbon tetrachloride.5

They have also been prepared from phosphonate
monoesters using BOP-Cl,6 BOP and PyBOP7 reagents,
and by modified Mitsunobu reactions.8 Landry has
synthesized mixed phosphonic diesters from phospho-
nic dichlorides with tetrazole as the catalyst.9

During the course of our investigations aimed at devel-
oping new serine protease inhibitors, we became inter-
ested in synthesizing mixed alkyl phenyl phosphonates
with a functionalized phenyl moiety. Many phenyl
phosphonate ester derivatives synthesized to date con-
tain a substituted phenyl ring. Nitrophenyl and car-
boxyphenyl monophosphonates were reported to
inhibit serine �-lactamase,10 while alkyl 4-
nitrophenyl11,12 and di(4-nitrophenyl)12 phosphonates
were active as inhibitors of lipase. Furthermore, di(4-
nitrophenyl) phosphonates were also used as activated

intermediates for the DBU-catalyzed transesterification
by various alcohols.13 �-Aminoalkyl phosphonate
di(chlorophenyl) esters were prepared as inhibitors of
serine proteases,14 while di(2-methylphenyl) and di(2-
methoxyphenyl) phosphonates were developed as pro-
drugs of fosmidomycin derivative FR900098.15 A series
of diaryl phosphonates with different substituents on
the phenyl rings (hydroxyl, methoxy, acylamino, sul-
fonylamino, ureyl, methoxycarbonyl, and alkyl-
aminocarbonyl) were synthesized to develop irreversible
dipeptidyl peptidase(IV) inhibitors.16

Although a variety of phenyl phosphonates with substi-
tuted phenyl rings have already been described,10–16 no
synthesis of aminophenyl and [amino(imino)methyl]-
phenyl phosphonate ester derivatives has been reported
in the literature. We wanted to synthesize ethyl 4-
aminophenyl and ethyl 4-[amino(hydroxyimino)-
methyl]phenyl phosphonates, a new type of substituted
phenyl phosphonate derivatives that allow facile further
derivatization of the phenyl substituent. Aromatic
amines are widely used as intermediates in the prepara-
tion of important chemicals such as pharmaceuticals,
dyes, and agrochemicals.17 Some benzamines are active
as serine protease inhibitors, for example 4-
aminophenyl based thrombin inhibitors.18 The benza-
midoxime motif on the other hand is an important
constituent of ribonucleotide reductase inhibitors with
antitumor activity19 and NO donors20 with antithrom-
botic and antihypertensive activities.21 The amidoxime
group can serve as a prodrug functionality for an
amidino group22 and the amidoxime prodrug strategy
has been used for improved oral bioavailability for
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fibrinogen antagonists,23 pentamidine22,24 and other
anti-Pneumocystis carinii pneumonia agents.22,25 From
the synthetic point of view, amidoxime derivatives have
been employed as key intermediates for the synthesis of
a wide variety of valuable compounds, such as 4,5-dihy-
dro-1,2,4-oxadiazoles,26,27 2-oxo-1,2,3,5-oxathiadiazole
derivatives,27 oxadiazolone28,29 and the thiadiazolone
ring.27,29

We started the synthesis with the preparation of the
known diethyl alkylphosphonates 2a–b30,31 and a novel
diethyl 2-[2-(1,3-dioxo-1,3-dihydro-2H-isoindol-2-yl)-
ethoxy] ethylphosphonate 2c from the appropriate bro-
mides 1a–c,32 using the Arbuzov reaction with neat
triethyl phosphite (Scheme 1). After selective cleavage of
C-substituted phosphonic acid diesters 2a–c with
sodium azide35 to the corresponding monoesters 3a–c,
the latter were reacted with 2 equiv. of oxalyl chloride
in the presence of 0.1 equiv. of DMF for the formation
of the key intermediate phosphonochloridates 4a–c.4

Following the precedent of Buono and co-workers,12 the
crude chloridates were then reacted with sodium 4-nitro-
phenolate to form ethyl 4-nitrophenyl phosphonates
5a–c. As an extension of the method, the aromatic nitro
compounds were hydrogenated over 10% Pd/C at nor-
mal pressure to afford the desired ethyl 4-aminophenyl
phosphonates 6a–c in satisfactory yields.

Similarly, ethyl 4-cyanophenyl phosphonates 7a–c were
obtained after the reaction of phosphonochloridates
4a–c with sodium 4-cyanophenolate. Finally, the reac-
tion of the aromatic nitriles 7a–c with hydroxylamine36

in absolute ethanol gave novel organophosphorus(V)
derivatives of benzamidoximes 8a–c.37 Both ethyl 4-
nitrophenyl phosphonates 5a–c and ethyl 4-cyanophenyl
phosphonates 7a–c are activated phosphonate species
and we were unable to purify them by silica-gel column
chromatography. Due to their instability, crude acti-
vated phosphonates were used immediately in the next
reaction steps.

To summarize, we report here an expeditious synthesis
of hitherto unknown ethyl 4-aminophenyl and ethyl
4-[amino(hydroxyimino)methyl]phenyl phosphonates.
In the crucial synthetic steps, ethyl 4-nitrophenyl phos-
phonates 5a–c were reduced to ethyl 4-aminophenyl
phosphonates 6a–c by catalytic hydrogenation, and
ethyl 4-cyanophenyl phosphonates 7a–c were converted
to the corresponding benzamidoximes 8a–c with
hydroxylamine. The resulting functionalized phenyl
phosphonates are valuable intermediates for further
derivatization of the phenyl substituent. Furthermore,
they represent an interesting type of mixed phosphonate
derivative with possible applications in the development
of new serine protease inhibitors.

Scheme 1. (a) P(OEt)3, reflux, 16 h (56–77%); (b) NaN3, DMF, 100°C, 16 h (59–69%); (c) (COCl)2, DMF, CH2Cl2, 0°C, 0.5 h,
then rt, 1.5 h; (d) sodium p-nitrophenolate, THF, CH2Cl2, −15°C, 0.5 h, then rt, 16 h (44–50%, three steps); (e) H2, Pd/C, MeOH,
rt, 1.5–6 h (85%); (f) sodium p-cyanophenolate, THF, CH2Cl2, −15°C, 0.5 h, then rt, 16 h (40–51%, three steps); (g) NH2OH, abs.
EtOH, rt, 16 h, then 80°C, 4 h (60–96%).
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Haemers, A. J. Med. Chem. 1999, 42, 1041–1052.

17. Tafesh, A. M.; Weiguny, J. Chem. Rev. 1996, 96, 2035–
2052.

18. Rewinkel, J. B. M.; Adang, A. E. P. Curr. Pharm. Design
1999, 5, 1043–1075.

19. Grusch, M.; Fritzer-Szekeres, M.; Fuhrmann, G.; Rosen-
berger, G.; Luxbacher, C.; Elford, H. L.; Smid, K.;
Peters, G. J.; Szekeres, T.; Krupitza, G. Exp. Hematol.
2001, 29, 623–632.

20. (a) Jousserandot, A.; Boucher, J.-L.; Henry, Y.; Niklaus,
B.; Clement, B.; Mansuy, D. Biochemistry 1998, 37,
17179–17191; (b) Sennequier, N.; Boucher, J.-L.; Bat-
tioni, P.; Mansuy, D. Tetrahedron Lett. 1995, 36, 6059–
6062.

21. Rehse, K.; Brehme, F. Arch. Pharm. 1998, 331, 375–379.
22. (a) Hauptmann, J.; Paintz, M.; Kaiser, B.; Richter, M.

Pharmazie 1988, 43, 559–560; (b) Clement, B.; Immel,
M.; Terlinden, R.; Wingen, F. J. Arch. Pharm. 1992, 325,
61–62; (c) Boykin, D. W.; Kumar, A.; Hall, J. E.; Bender,
B. C.; Tidwell, R. R. Bioorg. Med. Chem. Lett. 1996, 6,
3017–3020; (d) Hall, J. E.; Kerrigan, J. E.; Ramachan-
dran, K.; Bender, B. C.; Stanko, J. P.; Jones, S. K.;
Patrick, D. A.; Tidwell, R. R. Antimicrob. Agents Ch.
1998, 42, 666–674; (e) Clement, B.; Lomb, R.; Möller, W.
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